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I N T R O D U C T I O N

W’

KCET’s Community Advisory Board (CAB) is
an independent body which reflects the
cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic diversity
of Southern California. The CAB is an integral
part of KCET -- serving as a liaison to
community agencies, constituencies, and
individuals.

Invaluable in its assistance to both KCET and
the community it serves, the tireless and often
unsung efforts of the CAB have directly
contributed to KCET’s ability to maximize its
distinctive programming. CAB activities
provide voice and presence to those often
under-represented in traditional media in the
Southern California community.

The effectiveness of the CAB’s contribution to
KCET was recently measured in an
Independent study conducted by Research
Communications Ltd. for the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting. Community leaders
rated KCET 85% effective in providing
information about resources in the community
that people can use, compared to 11% for
KCBS, 4% for KABC, and 0% for KNBC. in
addition, the activities and contributions of
KCET’s Community Advisory Board were
highlighted as a model for the national public
broadcasting system.
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Community Relations’ Outreach Department
provides a staff support to the Community
Advisory Board. Community outreach
campaigns and activities have included
educational resource guides, production
and airing of informational trailers, hosting
community forums, development of
partnerships and creation of opportunities for
public involvement with issues confronting our
community.

Through the generous assistance and support
of the CAB, KCET’s Community Relations’
Outreach Department has been recognized
by PBS as a model for other stations
nationwide and a bench-mark by which
other outreach efforts are measured.

COVERAGE



E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R Y  O F  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

l Promote greater communication and
interaction between the CAB and KCET’s
subscriber analysis production research
activities, publicity, marketing and viewer
demographics.

l Continue to support, produce, and
expand programs and activities related to
Cultural Diversity Month, Hispanic Heritage
Month, Black History Month, and Asian Pacific
Heritage Week.

l Increase and broaden community
outreach efforts both geographically,
intergenerationally, and multiculturally on a
continuous, year-round basis.

l Work towards early identification of
project funders and procurement of single-
source funding to facilitate project planning.

l Develop new on-air spots highlighting
community services and/or activities which
foster the self-esteem of children at risk.

l Identify community programs and sites
which serve children-at-risk and which help
them and their families to develop and/or
regain their self-esteem.

l Develop, in conjunction with Community
Relations Outreach, first-hand information
about community services around which
KCET activities (e.g. spots, written materials,
speaking engagements, etc.) could be
created.

l Continue to demonstrate commitment to
a KCET multi-cultural staff at all levels,
especially at production and management
levels.



KCET/CAB C O M M I T T E E
HlGHLlGHTS

AStAN PACtFtC H E R I T A G E
W E E K

1990 marked the inauguration pf Asian Pacific
Heritage Week, May 7 - 14. The CAB’s Asian
Pacific Heritage Week committee and KCET
initiated activities that resulted in:

l A special production of KCET’s award-
winning ‘By The Year 2000” titled, “Behind the
Model Minority.”
l A reception hosted at KCET attracting
over 200 people and featuring excerpts of
the week’s special programming, “Asian
Moments” spots, a n d  K C E T ’s  l o c a l
production, ‘By the Year 2000: Behind the
Model Minority.”
l Development  of  an As ian Pac i f ic
Advisory Board.
l Development of on-air trailers titled,
‘Asian Moments,” featuring a cross-section of
leaders and representatives from the Asian
Pacific community.
l Development  of  an As ian Pac i f ic
Heritage logo for. use on-air and in print
materials.
l Weeklong evening programming
featuring films and documentaries by Asian-
American filmmakers.
l A Resolution from the Los Angeles City
Council commending KCET for its meaningful
recognition of Asian Paciftc Heritage Week.

The CAB commends the station’s recognition
and celebration of Asian Pacific Heritage
Week. The sensitivity and cooperation was
excellent.



B L A C K  H I S T O R Y C U L T U R A L  D I V E R S I T Y

Acknowledging the positive contributions
made by African Americans to American
culture and history, KCET continued its long-
running commitment to and support of Black
History Month. Highl ighted by new
programming such as American Playhouse’s
“Zora Is My Name,’ ‘Eyes on the Prize II,’
“Martin,” and ‘The Meeting,” KCET has
continued its tradition of portraying African
Americans in a positive, sensitive, and
historicaliy  inclusive light.

In addition to KCET’s Black History Month
programming, highlights of Black History
Month activities included:

l A kick-off event hosted at Ambassador
Auditorium by the Ambassador Foundation,
Worldwide Church of God, attended by over
700 guests from the greater Los Angeles
community, which featured excerpts from
KCET’s Black History Month Programming,
clips from “Zora is My Name,” and a special
performance by the Dance Theater of
Harlem.
l A reception in the Hall of Administration of
Ambassador College following the event.
l Commendations from the cities of Los
Angeles and Pasadena to KCET honoring
the continuing efforts of the station on behalf
of Black History Month.

c

Since 1987, KCET has joined with the Los
Angeles County Commission on Human
Relations in designating the month of
October as Cultural  Diversity Month. The CAB
commends KCET for its programs and
activities that are designed to foster a greater
appreciation for cultural diversity within the
community and that build stronger ties
between the station and culturally diverse
agencies.

Throughout October 1989, KCET, the CAB,
KCET’s Department of Community Outreach,
and the Los Angeles County Commission on
Human Relations sponsored activities which
included:

l Participation in the John Anson Ford
Luncheon where KCET was honored by the
Los Angeles County Commission on Human
Relations for its work in promoting cultural
diversity.
l A Cultural Diversity Month Poster Contest
for senior citizens age 55 and over.
l The mai l ing of over 8,000 contest
applications to senior citizen agencies and
centers including the American Association of
Retired Persons, Oasis Centers, Senior Multi-
Purpose Centers, Older Worker Job Desks,
Social Security Offices, and Host Agencies for
Senior Community Employment Programs,

me winnhg  poster war des/gned  by Olga
Ponce fufgenson. The whning h7tkts were
h/ted to ond recognked  ot the Las Angeles
County Commlss/on  on Humon Relotlons
onnuolJohnAnsonFord/uncheon h-todfnt&n
to a press conference Mcking  oft Culturat
DiversMy Month
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H I S P A N I C  H E R I T A G E

Recognizing the unique role of Latin0 culture
in the history and development of Southern
California, and acknowledging its re-
emergence today as a significant political,
economic, and cultural force, KCET and the
CAB are increasingly involved in programs
and activities highlighting Hispanic heritage.

Hispanic Heritage Month, celebrated from
mid-Septem-ber to mid-October, featured
programs and activities designed to foster a
deeper appreciation for diverse Latin0
culture in our community and strengthen the
ties between KCET and its viewers.

Planned in cooperation with UCLA Extension
- Hispanic Outreach Division, highlights of the
second annual celebration included:

l A Community Forum held at Lincoln Park
showcasing the L.A. History Project
production of ‘Valor’ as a vehicle for a panel
discussion among Latin0 G.l.s from W.W. II,
Korea, and Vietnam.
l Development and distribution of over
10,000 copies of an Hispanic Heritage Month
Activities Calendar highlighting special
events, celebrations, and KCET’s special
programming schedule.
l Production of 30-second spots featuring
ten Latlno role models and leaders speaking
on their culture and heritage.

!!7fEEE
HERITAGE
MONTH
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R E S E A R C H  8r Q U E S T I O N N A I R E

During the month of February, a purposive
sampling was taken among residents of
the African American community in South-
Central Los Angeles. The survey revealed
that

l KCET was viewed on an average of
three times per week;
. ‘Eyes on the Prize’ was identified as the
program most watched and enjoyed;
l KCET was identified as definitely reflecting
African American culture and tastes during thii
period.
l Respondents perceived KCET as: a)
instructional, b) entertaining, c) inspirational
and ‘family oriented.’

However, In a review of past research done
by KCET to determine weekly ratings,
subscriber analysis, and viewer
demographics lt was noted that:
l Minority communities and other special
interest groups reflective of the CAB were not
Included in the studies.
l The demographics also excluded male
teens -- a population that today warrants
special scrutiny;
l There is no information about the ethnic
make-up of KCET’s audience either by
viewer demographics, zip code locations, or
ratings analyses; and
l Because of the dramatic increases in
minority populations in Los Angeles County,
the overslght seems even more glaring.

CULTURA
HISPANA*



S O C I A L  I S S U E S A I D S

The CAB has identified a number of Few topics have generated the amount of
community concerns which deserve to be interest, fear, rage, misunderstanding, or
addressed by KCET in its future programming disinformation as the subject of Acquired
and outreach activities. Focusing on Immune .Deficiency Syndrome or AIDS.
“Children-At-Risk,” programming and Americans, once ignorant and insensitive to
outreach needs in the community to which the threat of AIDS, are now, slowly, becoming
KCET might appropriately respond are: painfully aware of the fact of AIDS.

. Domestic Violence

. Disabled

. Education

. Gangs

. Gay/Lesbian Youth

. Homeless

. Housing

. Human Rights

. Literacy

. Refugees/Acculturation
0 Refugees/Genocide
. Tenant/Landlord
. Youth Activities

In order to foster greater awareness of AIDS
in the community, sensitivity towards its victims,
and to promote stronger ties between the
station and AIDS agencies. CAB commends
KCET for its commitment to a campaign of
AIDS Awareness including:

l Active participation on the American
Cancer Society Aids Task Force, The AIDS
Entertainment Coalition, Tuesday’s Child, and
Center for Population Options Advisory
Board, as well as ongoing representation of
KCET at AIDS fundraisers and events;
l Sponsoring the development of an AIDS
Prevention Video Contest for 1400 schools in
Southern California;
l Distribution of the production, ‘KCET
Journal: Living the Last Days’ as well as
development of related AIDS outreach;
l Development of on-air trailers for AIDS
related programming;
l Development of a spot for pediatric
AIDS; and
l Recruitment of a representative from
within the AIDS community to serve on the
CAB.

c



T H E  A S T R O N O M E R S  O U T R E A C H

In 1991, KCET will proudly premiere “The
Astronomers.” Produced by KCET for PBS, the
series wil l introduce the scientists and
technologies which are revolutionizing our
current knowledge of the universe.

CAB commends Community Relat ion
Outreach staff for its dedication and
professionalism in making the Astronomers’
Outreach campaign a reality.

w’

Utilizing the input and expertise of the CAB,
KCET formed the Astronomers National
Science Outreach Advisory Board and
distr ibuted 94,000 appl icat ions for a
nationwide science video contest. An
astronomy outreach poster is currently in
production for distribution to 25,000 schools in
addition to a curriculum guide to accom-
pany the series and a science career
opportunities brochure.

Because the goal of scientific literacy is
important for all students, “The Astronomers”
series will be supplemented by a National
Science Outreach Program, providing
coordinated act iv i t ies and mater ials
designed specifically to:

l Create a positive image of science and
scientists;
l Foster a deeper awareness of the
importance of science and its positive
influence on our daily lives;
l Facilitate educational activities which aid
in scientific literacy;
l Highlight the scientific contributions of
women, minorities, and the disabled; and
l Empower students, especially women
and minorities, to pursue careers in science
by demonstrating a diversity of career
opportunities and providing guidelines for a
solid academic approach.

c



R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S
B Y  C O M M I T T E E

c

ASIAN PACIFIC HERITAGE

Work more closely with KCET’s  publicity
staff assisting the station in getting the best
placement in Asian Pacific newspapers,
more major feature articles, etc.

The subcommitte will be discussing and
developing additional recommendations in
consideration of recent legislation declaring
Asian Pacific Heritage Month

BLACK HISTORY

l Hire more African Americans at the
decision making level.
l Identify the funder for Black History Month
activities as early as possible, so that the
funder can participate in specific aspects of
planning and implementation,
l Continue the positive working relationship
with all Community Advisory Board members.
l Continue to offer programs on African
American culture beyond the celebration of
Black History Month.
l Continue the outstanding programs aired
during Black History Month.
l Continue to broaden the community
outreach to the African American community
on a continuous basis.
l Feature spots throughout the year by
using identifiable African Americans.
l Develop projects in conjunction with the
African American community
l Black History program celebrations
should include intergenerational groups
(various ages).

HISPANIC HERlTAGE

l Continue the Hispanic Heritage Month
Calendar as a bilingual publication.
l Continue participation in the annual 16th
of September Mexican Independence Day
Parade.
l Continue developing additional spots
utilizing younger role models.
l Develop and feature a major new
production, by and for Hispanics, for
showcasing in 1991/92  with a reception.

RESEARCH 81 QUESTlONNAlRE

l KCET secure funding for the development
of a community survey to study the
leadership and grassroots perceptions of
KCET.
l The RAQ committee develop a model
to conduct small focus group studies with key
community people to get more specific
feedback that would be of value for
outreach.
l Have marketing and research routinely
provide the CAB with orientation of the
surveys being done by KCET.

SOCIAL ISSUES

l KCET needs to produce and air spots
highlighting community services and activities
which foster the self-esteem of children at risk.
l Community Relations develop written
material to increase community awareness
of specific issues through information
regarding available community resources,
(e.g. ‘I Want To Be A Good Parent’)
l The Social Issues committee members
be involved with the process of campaign
organization and development.

_- ..-.. ..- .-----.- __-...-..  _
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NOTE: .If more than one person listed the priority issue,
it is indicated by () of how many additional
,times it was listec¶.

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skills
Adult/Youth Literacy
AEselated Servims (2)

id Humanities Developrant
Z&c an&cultural *rtunfties

Asian PatiifIa. Islander and Bthnic issues of,qGommk\ I: m&al and
E

micra1 impmmt and remywntWon (22-5-.( ,..1 : . ..‘. ‘tWAd Abuse rY4mtion z21 : , ,,





Partial List of Communications
from/to Perkins/Horowitz/COMINT

6/4 Perkins to Ukropina (CTSC Director)
6/9 Ukropina to Perkins
6/15 Perkins to Ukropina
6/18 Ukropina to Perkins
6/24 Perkins to Ukropina

3/13 Perkins to Ukropina
3/20 Ukropina to Perkins
S/8 Perkins to William French Smith

u’ s/17 meeting - Ukropina and Perkins
S/18 Ukropina to Perkins
S/22 Perkins to Whaley (CTSC Director)
s/31 Whaley to Perkins
6/27 Perkins to Whaley
7/17 Perkins to Whaley
8/11 Perkins to Whaley
8/22 meeting - Whaley and Perkins
9/12 Perkins 'to Whaley
lo/16 Perkins to Whaley
lo/24 meeting - Kulczycki and Horowitz
11/3 Ausman to Perkins
11/16 Kobin to Perkins
11/16 meeting - Kobin and Horowitz
11/17 Perkins to Ausman
11/21 Perkins to Johnson (CTSC Director)
12/14 meeting - Ausman and Perkins

w 12/20 Perkins to Ausman
12/27 Ausman to Perkins

1987

.
1989

1990

l/30
2/S
2/13
3/15
3/23.
4/2
413
4/s
4/6
4123
S/16
s/17
S/18
6/8
6/11

Perkins to Ausman
Ausman to Perkins
Perkins to Ausman
Perkins to Ausman
Perkins to Kobin
Perkins to Ukropina
meeting - Kobin, Kulczycki, Perkins and Horowitz
Kobin to Perkins
Ukropina to Perkins
Perkins to Kobin
meeting - Farman and Perkins
Perkins to Farman (CTSC Director)
Kobin to Perkins
Perkins to Schroeder (CTSC General Counsel)
Perkins to Ausman





Attachment B



. ‘,C...!,$EP 26 ‘90 89:4a sp. a ,.‘.‘a 1-y

Commktee on Media Integrity (c0(HN4T)
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To Promote Baionce  in Government Funded Media

avldIhmml4dt8
Chnirman

(copy)

2215 Fern Dell P16ce
L o s  hngeles,  CA 90068

septanber 3, 1990

8taPbm6 ~u1czycld
Station Hsnsger  and Proarm Director
WET
Los AngeLem,  Cdiforoi6

Dew Steve,

& you k n o w ,  LECXT i6 a t6xpqmr fumied inetitotioa
with l rerpomribility  to itr public fox faimeme,
brlrnce 6 n d  rcprereotrtion in itr progrudng  tb8t
mccrrrrily  excsedr the rrrpmribilit~  o f  caurci61
8t8tiOXM that do not depead  on @mrmmtrl 6ubridier.
Thir ir 6 trurt tb8t you l nd other XCXT offioirl6  b8re
8ff  imOd on namelou occ66iou8 6md tbrt i6 writ ten
into tbr law governiug  the Corporatim  for Public
kordcrrting  uhicb fuadr  R-T. Th+ 18~ - T i t l e  47 08
Code Section 396(g) (It)(A) -- rpecifirr that the fuudr
provided by the public will be wed to:

Facilitate the fall developnat  of telec-rdc6tion6
ia vbicb prqw6u  of high quality, diver&y,
crertivity , excel leuce , 8rd i#UWV&tiO&  Wbkh 8re
obtained from dirrrrt aourcea will be m6de wailrblt
t o  p u b l i c  telecomunicrtioao  e&tier uitb rtrict
6dbcrencc  t o  o b j e c t i v i t y  8ad b8kncr in 811 pTgr8mu
o r  ferirr o f  pTCgTm8  o f  8 coatrovrr6i81  mture+

Beyond thir, it 8ems relf-evident  that 8 publ ic
iartitution  like %a?, ought to 6trive to reflrot -
o r  6 t  lsrrt to rerpect - the broad 8Pectrum of V81P.6
lad perrpectivsc held by tbe cmnity tbrc uupportr
i t .  Unfo~tuaor.ely, in o u r  viev, i n  major 68p6cto  o f
it8 ptogwming (particuktly KCET praducad and PBS
dirtributed pro&r-, p u b l i c  rffai+r docuentrri66  8ad
mid-retie8), ICET often falls far 8bort of fulf ill.ing
tb i r  r68poa8ibility  6nd i6 iu d8qe~ of becwh& the
voice of me pattir6rr  rub-group of thrt coPanurritg
inat crd .

Thuu in December 1989, rir moatlu  rfter tbr ‘Soddrrr
of Democracy” b8d made her 6ppt6+6ucc iu,?iem6w8
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letter to Stephen Kulctycki Page 2
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e epecirl  on Aeurice’e fore ign  p o l i c y  in the‘cold  war cel led TRIAL
W-E vhich interpreted tbet history not 18 l h8ttle between the
Swiet empire 8x4 the forcoe of demuqrecy  Ied by tbs bited St8tu, but
86 8 l tru&gle of the “IWO- colouire” of tbe third world to free
themeelvee  from the imperieliet clutcbee of the United  Strter. Although
meet Americenr end met of the inhebit8atr of the  former 

m e t
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letter to Stephen Kulcqycki Page 3

aggrerriolr.  There will be no filma about the PO% IflAm l d their
famflisc,  rubjrcted  to years of toment by l rrdirtic  raiw, nor about
the Vietnamare  Culrg or Ranoils pu pet rulers in occupied Cambodia.

* (Theet would be too controversi81. P

11 KCZT plmnniag to look at  the euviromentl A major 
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letter to Stephen Kuicrycki Page 4

who are presently grossly under-reprerented in KCKT progrming.

6. Bire a relf-identified Republican or conutvctire  Sr, an executive
pr~grring poaitioo to balance the prsw~t staff.

7. Create an advioory gmup  of coortmrtirar who will functiom w
outside coxwult~tr in tbt pleaming l ta gt of future %CaT prdgtrw  rnd
productioar unti l  balance  io trtrblirbed.

We feel that there meammo  will not only improve KCKT’r p?o8amti&,  but
alro imprcnrr KC%T’r rtaadin$ uit’h tbo general p u b l i c ,  o n  whore cupport

‘/-..*
KCKT dtptnde,

Simctrely,

David Eotowit z
cimimn
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Missing Balance in PBS History
Thih bs as een a remarkable year in the annale

of human freedom. During its twelve-month span
nearly 200 million people have shaken offthe chains
of totalitarianism in Eastern Europe and groped
their way towards the kind of multi-party democ-
racy and civil liberty which is the birthright of citi-
mno of the West, This triumph did not come easily.
It was the result of a 45 year effort by the democratic
nations of the Western alliance to halt the expansion
of the totalitarian empire until So-
viet power began to crack under the
strain and was forced into its historic
retreat. How has Public Television

u *ovided historical perspective on
,ds epic of human perseverance in
thi defense of liberty over this last
half century?

of the radical fringe, noted for his defense of the
PLO, the FMLN, Colonel QadafB and other “vie-
tims” of US “aggression;” haa compared life in Amer-
ica during the Reagan years to C&many under
Hitler (in his recent book about America’s political
culture titled The Culture of Twror~m).

A critical view from the lept - even an extremist
view like Chomsky’s - io certainly not out of place
on public television, but what is the rationale for this

relentless rehearsal of leftist themes
with no balance from the main-
stream, let alone from the political
tight?

In December 1989, six months
after the %oddes6 of Democracy” ap-
peared  in Tienanmen  Square:  and
during the very week the East Ger-

Ronald Reagan,  far example, one
of the most popular preeidents in
American history has not fared much
better at the hands of PBS current
affair programmers than he has at
the handy ofcrank~  like Chomsky. In
its firEit look at Reagan since  his M-
tirement, PBS’s Frontline series

mans were pulling down the Berlin Wall and usher-
ing in Communism’s end, PBS stations were airing
a “spe~~W’ on American foreign policy in the cold
war. Written and produced by Lewis Lapham,  this
special was not called “Triumph of Freedom,” nor did
it celebxwti America’s leadership in a struggle that
had liberated two continents from a nightmare of
oppression and released the world from the threat
of nuclear conflagration. Instead, PBS’s offering was

.,-, died ‘Yrnperial  Masquerade* and portrayed Amer-
ma - not the Soviet Union - as the axpansionist
empire, a militaristic predator prowling the Third
World from Guatemala to Vietnam in search of
nations to plunder and peoples tc exploit.

Unfortunately, this performance wak typical of
recent PBS overviews ofAmerican policy in the cold
war period. Previous PBS series The Secret Govern-
mant and Secret  Intelligence had earlier portrayed
America’s tit line of defense - its military and
intelligence organizations - as the first threat8 ti
itr own democracy (and to the libety ofothers). The
CIA coup in Guatemala in 1954 - a minor incident
of cold war history but a paradigm case in Marxist
views of that history - was a featured episode of all
three of these films (United Fruit capitalists employ
US security agencies and exploit an&Communist
paranoias to restore  Third World plantations to
corporate control). Not surprisingly, the favorite on-
cam~ga authority for “Imperial Masquerade” (and
ah one of Bill Meyers’ select group of 20th century
‘thirhrs”) is Professor Noam Chomdcy.  Thie guru

chose not to assess what to others might seem the
remarkable results of Fbgan’~  cold war policies -
the zero-zero option which was called bellicose at the
time, but which resulted in the moat comprehensive
nuclear arm8 agreement in history, or the combina-
tion of military buildup and diplomatic initiative
which led to the end of the cold war. Instead it chose
to accuse him of “Ii&h Crime8 and Misdemeanors”
- the title of what was in frrct an editorial polemic
on Iran-Conka which attempted to convict Beagan
of treason to the Constitution because of his support
for the guerrillas fighting the Sandiuista tyranny.

Criticism of the Beagan  Administration’s han-
dling of the bn-Contra  events  would be fair enough
(albeit tediously familiar for public tilevision view-
ers). But the perspective ofthe Frontlinc  “documen-
tarf was skewed so far to the political left as to

l So uth Afr ic a  No w -

The InsideStory . . . . . . . .‘*. . . . . . . .2
l CQMINT:WhoWeAle.....,,.  .,.. 3
l Talking Heads . . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . , . .5
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Our “Defining Moment”: SOUTH AFRICA NOW
The public image of the Committee on Media

Integrity haa been inextricably linked with the
storm that  erupted over the one week termination,
thin fall, of the weekly series “South Africa Now” by
public television  sta-
tions KCET-Los  Ango-
16% and WGBH-Boston.
The story was the focus
of edhorlalo and arti-
clep, in a dozen newspa-
PElTi5 across the
-country, yet it6 real implications were never dis-
cussed.

Taking it from the top
In his de&ion to terminate the ohow, KCET

rrtation  manager Stephen Kulczycki pointed to the
f& that “South Africa Now” was an “advocacy pro-
gram* alanted in favor of the African National Con-

- gresss. Kulczycki said that such a program had heen
acceptable when “the only issue was apartheid,w but
after the release of Mandela, the issues in South

In a humiliating but futile  &btt to save ibce,
K&T’s  Kukzydi  told repotWs that he...
was “delighted” to see that it was no longer
biased.

Africa had “become more complicated and the pro-
ducers don’t seem to want to pmnt a broad spec-
mm of views.”

The decisions by KCET and WGBH, two of the
meet powerful &&ions in the Public Broadcasting
Service, were immediately the target of a political
pressure campaign from the Lept, which included
threats by LA City Councilman Robert Farrell to
withhold city funding, public proteats by the KCET
“Community Advisory Board” and an organization
called “Friends of the ANC,* outraged column8 by
Pulitzer prize wim journalist9 Howard Rosen-
berg of the LA Times and Clarence Page of The
Chicago Tribune, and an editorial pro&& from the
Bo6tonGZobe.Inleasthanaweek,themanagements
of both atationa capitxdated. In a luunihating  but
futile effort to save face, KCETs Kulcsycki told
reporters that he had screened the upcoming wg-
ment of the program and was 3ielighted” to EW that
it was no longer biased. ‘We atill have con-, but
baaed on what we have neen today, it appears thrrt
the producers am making a good-faith effort to ad-
dress our me&” Kulczycki said. The producers of
‘South AMa Now,” well-known veteran@ of the
acal la& promptly told the pmti that they had
changed nothing. The srratned segment had already

been produced, they said, when the KCET decision
was announced.

The Untold Story
In all the media coverage that this incident gen-

erated, including stories and/or editorials in The
New York Z?mrr, The Boaton  Globe, The New En-
gland Putriot,  TVGuide,  Variety, The Village Voice,
and The New York Post, not a single word was
devoted to the specter  of political interference in the
programming decisions of public television stations.
Imagine the reuponae if the pramwe  campaign had
come fkom J- Helmr and the political right in-
stead! How wa6 such a 8tory overlooked?

One explanation was the perceived role of the
Committee on Media Integrity in precipitating the
chain of events. The de&ion to drop ‘South Africa
Now” was in fact universally attributed in media
acwunte  to a ypressure campsign”  that had been
mounted against the show by CGMINT,  As a result,
the leftist strong-arming  of KCET and WGBH was
perceived as a response tc a prior wlitical” attack
on the programming authority of the stations in
question.  As “Friends of the ANC” President Mi-
chael Zinzun, who had organized proteeta to over-
turn  the de&ion put it: 1 think [the reversal] really
shows that any time the community begins to mobi-
lize in iti own defense, there are no obstacles we
can’t overcome.”

What are the Facts?
The Committee on Media Integrity mounted no

public ‘pmeure  campaign” against “South A&a
Now”. Instead, COMINT  had entered into a private
dialogue with a&ion manager Stephen Kulozycki
about problem0  in programming diversity and fair-
QWB that WIvIINT felt should be addred b y
KCET management. In the cow of this dialogue,
a wnvvtaation  WIIB held in which the, subject of
“South Af&a Now” came up. This conversation ‘took
place approximately one year before Kulczycki’s de-
ciaion  was made. During the converrration,  COMINT
asked Kulczycki whether he wasn’t “embarrassedn
tcrunauchanamatmu+shexerciaeinMarxistp~
paganda at this late date in time, Kulczycki  admit-
tulthattbaahowwa6ofpoorqualityandpolitically
biaaad, but he countered that the South African
government had banned the le@mate press and
that he considered it an important aervim to be
mnning an anti-apartheid show, even if the ahow
was flawed, CGMINT e=pzwaed doubt that misin-
zw;y was ever a service, but took Kulczycki  at.

COMINT had one other conversation with
Kulczycki, shortly afbr the South African Govem-
ment fbeed Nelson Mandela and unbanned the po-
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